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Abstract  
Indian historiography has played a significant role in challenging and re-establishing Eurocentric 
interpretations of Indian history. The Eurocentric perspective had dominated Indian historiography 
for centuries, often portraying India as a passive recipient of foreign influences and incapable of 
producing its own knowledge systems. However, Indian historians have challenged these 
perceptions by highlighting India's vibrant and sophisticated indigenous intellectual traditions. 
This shift in perspective has been facilitated by the use of new methodologies and theoretical 
frameworks, including postcolonial theory and subaltern studies. 
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Introduction:  
Indian historiography refers to the study of the history of India and the methods used to interpret 
and understand it. Historiography is a field that has evolved over time, and the study of Indian 
history has undergone changes that reflect the shifting priorities and interests of scholars and the 
broader society. This paper aims to provide an overview of the development of Indian 
historiography, the major schools of thought that have emerged, and the debates that have shaped 
the field. 
 
Indian historiography has had a significant impact on the study and understanding of Indian 
history. Historiography refers to the study of the methods and principles used to write history, 
including the sources used, the interpretation of those sources, and the biases and perspectives of 
the historians themselves. 
One of the earliest and most influential works of Indian historiography is the Puranas, which are a 
collection of ancient Hindu texts that contain detailed accounts of Indian history, mythology,  
and religious practices. The Puranas helped to shape the worldview of people in ancient India and 
continue to be a valuable source of information for historians today.  
 
In the medieval period, Muslim rulers in India also commissioned historical works, which often 
focused on the political and military achievements of the ruling dynasty. Some of the most famous 
examples of this type of historiography include the Tarikh-i-Firishta and the Tarikh-i-Alai, which 
were written in the 16th and 17th centuries, respectively. 
 
During the colonial period, Indian historiography was heavily influenced by European scholars, 
who often approached Indian history from a Eurocentric perspective. Many of these scholars 
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focused on the achievements of the British Empire in India, while downplaying or ignoring the 
contributions of Indian people and cultures. 
 
In the 20th century, Indian historians began to challenge these Eurocentric interpretations of Indian 
history and to develop their own theories and methodologies for studying the past. This led to the 
emergence of a wide range of schools of thought, including Marxist historiography, subaltern 
studies, and feminist historiography. 
 
Today, Indian historiography continues to be a vibrant and diverse field, with scholars using a 
wide range of sources and approaches to study the complex and multifaceted history of India. 
 
Chief Proponents  of Indian Historiography 
There have been several critics of Indian historiography, who have questioned the dominant 
narratives and approaches used in the study of history in India. Some of the famous critics of Indian 
historiography and their works are: 
 
Romila Thapar: A well-known Indian historian and critic of Indian historiography, Thapar has 
written several influential books, including "Ancient Indian Social History: Some Interpretations," 
"The Past as Present: Forging Contemporary Identities through History," and "Sakuntala: Texts, 
Readings, Histories." Thapar's work has focused on challenging dominant nationalist narratives 
and examining the social and cultural contexts of historical events.              ( Thapar, Romila. "A 
History of India Volume One." Penguin Books, 1966.) 
 
Irfan Habib: Habib is a Marxist historian who has been critical of the nationalist interpretations of 
Indian history. His works include "The Agrarian System of Mughal India," "An Atlas of the 
Mughal Empire," and "Medieval India: The Study of a Civilization." Habib's work has focused on 
the economic and social structures of pre-modern India, and he has been critical of the colonial 
and nationalist interpretations of Indian history.( Habib, Irfan. "The Agrarian System of Mughal 
India: 1556–1707." Oxford University Press, 1963) 

 
D.N. Jha: A historian and archaeologist, Jha has been critical of the Hindu nationalist interpretation 
of Indian history. His works include "The Myth of the Holy Cow," "Ancient India: An Introductory 
Outline," and "The Battle for Ancient India: An Essay in the Sociopolitics of Indian Archaeology." 
Jha's work has focused on the intersections between archaeology, religion, and politics in Indian 
history. 
 
Bipan Chandra: Chandra was an Indian historian who wrote extensively on the Indian 
independence movement and the post-independence period. His works include "India's Struggle 
for Independence," "Communalism in Modern India," and "The Rise and Growth of Economic 
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Nationalism in India." Chandra was critical of the Hindu nationalist interpretation of Indian history 
and emphasized the importance of social and economic factors in shaping historical events. 
 
R.S. Sharma: Sharma was a historian and archaeologist who focused on ancient Indian history. 
His works include "Early Medieval Indian Society: A Study in Feudalisation," "Material Culture 
and Social Formations in Ancient India," and "Indian Feudalism." Sharma was critical of the 
nationalist interpretation of Indian history and emphasized the diversity of Indian society and 
culture throughout history. 
Satish Chandra: Chandra was an Indian historian who specialized in medieval Indian history. His 
works include "Medieval India: From Sultanate to the Mughals," "Partners in Freedom: Jamia 
Millia Islamia," and "The Mughal Empire." Chandra was critical of the communal interpretation 
of Indian history and emphasized the importance of secularism and pluralism in Indian society. 
 
Sumit Sarkar: Sarkar is a historian and social scientist who has written extensively on modern 
Indian history. His works include "Modern India: 1885-1947," "Writing Social History," and 
"Beyond Nationalist Frames: Relocating Postmodernism, Hindutva, History." Sarkar has been 
critical of the nationalist interpretation of Indian history and has emphasized the importance of a 
critical and nuanced approach to studying the past.( Sarkar, Sumit. "Modern India: 1885–1947." 
Macmillan, 1983) 
 
M.N. Srinivas: Srinivas was a sociologist and anthropologist who wrote extensively on Indian 
society and culture. His works include "The Remembered Village," "Caste in Modern India and 
Other Essays," and "Social Change in Modern India." Srinivas was critical of the romanticized and 
essentialist portrayal of Indian society and emphasized the importance of studying social change 
and cultural transformation in India. 
 
Vivek Chibber: Chibber is a historian and social scientist who has written extensively on 
postcolonial theory and Marxist theory. His works include "Postcolonial Theory and the Specter 
of Capital," "Locks and Blocks: Towards a History of the Indian Lock Industry," and "The 
Anthropology of Development and Globalization: From Classical Political Economy to 
Contemporary Neoliberalism." Chibber has been critical of the postcolonial and subaltern studies 
approach to Indian history and has emphasized the importance of a materialist and historical 
approach to understanding Indian society and politics.( Chatterjee, Partha. "The Nation and Its 
Fragments: Colonial and Postcolonial Histories." Princeton University Press, 1993.) 

Development of Indian Historiography: 
The study of Indian history can be traced back to ancient times, with the earliest accounts being 
found in religious texts such as the Vedas and the Puranas. However, it was not until the colonial 
period that the study of Indian history began to take on a more systematic and scholarly character. 
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During the colonial period, European scholars began to study Indian history in a more systematic 
manner, using methods and approaches that were shaped by their own cultural and intellectual 
traditions. This approach, known as orientalism, tended to view Indian history through the lens of 
European culture and values, and often characterized Indian civilization as exotic and inferior. 
 
In the early 20th century, Indian scholars began to challenge the orientalist approach to Indian 
history and developed their own methods and perspectives. This led to the emergence of the 
nationalist school of historiography, which sought to highlight the achievements of Indian 
civilization and challenge colonial narratives that portrayed Indians as passive and 
backward.( Metcalf, Barbara D., and Thomas R. Metcalf. "A Concise History of Modern India." 
Cambridge University Press, 2001.) 

In the post-independence period, Indian historiography has continued to evolve, with scholars 
adopting a range of approaches and perspectives. Some scholars have focused on the economic 
and social history of India, while others have explored the cultural and intellectual dimensions of 
Indian civilization. There has also been a growing interest in the history of marginalized groups 
such as women, Dalits, and religious minorities. 
 
Major Schools of Thought: 
There are several major schools of thought in Indian historiography, each with its own approach 
and perspective. These include: 
 
1. Nationalist school: This school of thought emerged in the early 20th century and sought to 
highlight the achievements of Indian civilization and challenge colonial narratives that portrayed 
Indians as passive and backward. 
 
2. Marxist school: This school of thought sees Indian history as shaped by economic and social 
factors, with class struggle being the key driver of historical change. 
 
3. Subaltern school: This school of thought focuses on the history of marginalized groups such as 
women, Dalits, and religious minorities, and seeks to give voice to those who have 
 
The nationalist school of historiography emerged in the early 20th century as a response to the 
colonial view of Indian history as backward and inferior. It sought to highlight the achievements 
of Indian civilization and establish a sense of national pride and identity. The nationalist school 
was characterized by a focus on political and military history, and an emphasis on the role of great 
leaders and heroes in shaping the destiny of the nation. 
 
One of the key figures associated with the nationalist school was R.C. Majumdar, who wrote 
extensively on ancient Indian history and sought to establish the continuity of Indian civilization 
from ancient times to the present. Majumdar emphasized the achievements of Indian civilization 
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in fields such as literature, philosophy, and art, and sought to challenge the colonial view of India 
as a land of savagery and superstition. 
 
The nationalist school also emphasized the role of great leaders and heroes in shaping the course 
of Indian history. Figures such as Ashoka, Akbar, and Shivaji were celebrated as symbols of Indian 
greatness and as models for future generations. This emphasis on leadership and heroism reflected 
the broader nationalist project of forging a sense of national identity and pride.( Guha, 
Ramachandra. "India after Gandhi: The History of the World's Largest Democracy." Macmillan, 
2007.) 

However, the nationalist school has been criticized for its tendency to romanticize and idealize the 
past, and for its lack of critical engagement with sources and evidence. Some scholars have argued 
that the nationalist school tended to ignore the diversity and complexity of Indian society and 
culture, and to focus too narrowly on political and military history at the expense of other 
dimensions of Indian civilization. 
 
Despite these criticisms, the nationalist school has had a lasting impact on the study of Indian 
history, and its emphasis on the achievements and greatness of Indian civilization continues to 
resonate with many Indians today. The nationalist school played an important role in the broader 
nationalist movement that led to Indian independence, and it continues to shape the way that many 
Indians think about their country's past and future. 
 
The Marxist school of historiography emerged in India in the 1960s and 1970s, and it sought to 
understand Indian history from a materialist perspective. This approach was influenced by Marxist 
theories of history, which emphasize the role of economic and social factors in shaping historical 
change. 
 
Marxist historians argue that Indian history has been shaped by the struggle between different 
classes, with economic relations playing a key role in determining the course of historical 
development. They view Indian society as being divided into distinct classes, with the ruling class 
exploiting the working class and other subordinate groups for their own benefit. 
 
The Marxist school of historiography has focused on the economic and social history of India, and 
has sought to understand the ways in which economic relations have influenced the development 
of Indian society. Marxist historians have argued that the caste system, for example, was a means 
of maintaining the economic and social dominance of the ruling class, and that it was used to 
justify the exploitation of subordinate groups. 
 
Marxist historians have also been interested in understanding the ways in which colonialism and 
capitalism have influenced Indian history. They argue that the colonial period was characterized 
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by the imposition of a new economic order that served the interests of the ruling class, and that 
this had a profound impact on Indian society and culture. 
 
The Marxist school of historiography has been criticized for its tendency to reduce historical 
developments to economic factors, and for its neglect of cultural and intellectual dimensions of 
Indian civilization. Some scholars have also argued that the Marxist approach tends to overlook 
the agency of individuals and the ways in which they have shaped historical developments. 
 
Despite these criticisms, the Marxist school has had a significant impact on the study of Indian 
history, and it continues to be an important perspective within the field. Marxist historians have 
played a key role in challenging traditional views of Indian history, and in highlighting the ways 
in which economic relations have influenced the course of historical development. 
The subaltern school of historiography emerged in India in the 1980s and 1990s, and it sought to 
understand Indian history from the perspective of marginalized and oppressed groups. (Kosambi, 
D.D. "An Introduction to the Study of Indian History." Popular Prakashan, 1956.)The term 
"subaltern" refers to those who are socially, politically, and economically marginalized, such as 
women, Dalits, tribals, and religious minorities. 

The subaltern school of historiography sought to challenge the dominant narrative of Indian 
history, which tended to focus on the achievements of elites and great men. Instead, it sought to 
give voice to the experiences and perspectives of subaltern groups, and to understand the ways in 
which they have shaped and been shaped by historical developments. 
 
The subaltern school of historiography has been characterized by a focus on social and cultural 
history, and an emphasis on the importance of oral and folk traditions. Subaltern historians have 
used a range of sources, including oral narratives, folk songs, and myths, in order to understand 
the experiences of marginalized groups. 
 
One of the key figures associated with the subaltern school of historiography is Ranajit Guha, who 
argued that the history of subaltern groups could not be understood through conventional methods 
of historical analysis. Guha argued that subaltern groups have their own distinct modes of 
resistance and agency, and that these need to be understood in order to appreciate the complexity 
of Indian history. 
 
The subaltern school of historiography has been criticized for its tendency to essentialize subaltern 
groups and to overlook the diversity and complexity of their experiences. Some scholars have also 
argued that the subaltern approach is too focused on the past, and that it neglects the ways in which 
subaltern groups are continuing to shape Indian society and culture today. 
 
Despite these criticisms, the subaltern school of historiography has had a significant impact on the 
study of Indian history, and it has helped to challenge traditional views of Indian history and to 
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highlight the experiences and perspectives of marginalized groups. The subaltern approach has 
also influenced other fields, such as anthropology and cultural studies, and it continues to be an 
important perspective within the field of Indian historiography. 
 
Scope 
The scope of Indian historiography is vast and encompasses a wide range of topics related to the 
political, social, economic, cultural, and religious history of the Indian subcontinent. This includes 
the history of ancient civilizations such as the Indus Valley Civilization, the Vedic period, the 
Mauryan Empire, the Gupta Empire, and the Mughal Empire. It also includes the history of 
medieval India, covering the Delhi Sultanate, Vijayanagara Empire, Bahmani Sultanate, and other 
regional kingdoms. 
1. Ancient Indian History 
   - Indus Valley Civilization 
   - Vedic Period 
   - Mauryan Empire 
   - Gupta Empire 
   - Mughal Empire 
 
2. Medieval Indian History 
   - Delhi Sultanate 
   - Vijayanagara Empire 
   - Bahmani Sultanate 
   - Regional Kingdoms 
 
3. Modern Indian History 
   - British Colonial Rule 
   - Indian Independence Movement 
   - Formation of the Republic of India 
 
4. Religious History of India 
   - Hinduism 
   - Buddhism 
   - Jainism 
   - Sikhism 
 
5. Cultural History of India 
   - Art and Architecture 
   - Literature 
   - Music 
   - Dance 
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6. Linguistic and Regional Identities of India 
   - Diversity of Languages 
   - Regional Identities and History 
 
These headings are not exhaustive, but they provide a framework for understanding the scope of 
Indian historiography. 
 
The modern period of Indian history includes the colonial period under British rule, the Indian 
independence movement, and the formation of the Republic of India. The scope of Indian 
historiography also includes the history of various religions that originated in India, such as 
Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, and Sikhism.( Chakrabarty, Dipesh. "Provincializing Europe: 
Postcolonial Thought and Historical Difference." Princeton University Press, 2000.) 

Indian historiography also includes the study of the diverse cultural heritage of the Indian 
subcontinent, including art, architecture, literature, music, and dance. It also encompasses the 
study of the diverse linguistic and regional identities of India. 
 

Overall, the scope of Indian historiography is vast and diverse, covering a wide range of 
topics that help us understand the rich and complex history of the Indian subcontinent. here are 
some possible headings to organize the scope of Indian historiography: 
 
Eurocentric interpretation of Indian history : 
1 Eurocentric Interpretation of Indian History during the Colonial Era:  
The Europeans of the view that their culture was supreme and they imposed  their superiority over 
the rest parts of the  world. Therefore, Indians were philistines, rustics, crude  "barbaric" in their 
view. However, the Eurocentric interpretation of Indian historiography has now set the record 
straight by concentrating on the redefining of Indian history from indigenous lens leading to de-
establishing .( Kosambi, D.D. "An Introduction to the Study of Indian History." Popular 
Prakashan, 1956.) 
2. Indian History and Society: 
Indian historiography has its relevance  to studying history through  diverse sources of knowledge. 
It also  focuses on  the origins of cultural climate, rituals and customs. They also analyze the and 
philosophical setup of an  influensive society. Moreover, discoveries. anthropological data in its 
modern trends. 
3. Contributions of Indian Historiography:  
Its contribution can easily be evaluated in  terms of its  interpretation of Changing Indian history. 
It nuanced, accurate presentation of their diverse cultures. 
Additionally it endeavors to include local and regional histories by  using the pattern of historical 
narrative. The interdisciplinary promotes changes between different branches  of social Science. 
Therefore it  has made important contributions in  interpretation of  its Eurocentric approach  
Relevance and Significance in Modern Times 
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Indian historiography plays a crucial role in changing trends in history as it provides a unique 
perspective to the study of history. Indian history is diverse, complex, and multi-layered, and it 
presents a myriad of challenges to historians. One of the significant contributions of Indian 
historiography is its focus on local and regional histories alongside the mainstream historical 
narrative. 
This emphasis on local histories has brought to light marginalized voices and narratives that were 
previously excluded from the dominant historical discourse. 
Indian historiography has also been instrumental in challenging Eurocentric interpretations of 
history and advocating for a more nuanced and inclusive understanding of the past. This has led to 
the development of post-colonial historiography, which seeks to investigate the impact of 
colonialism on the production and dissemination of historical knowledge. Additionally : 
Understanding Indian identity: Indian historiography helps us understand the diverse cultural, 
linguistic, and religious identities that make up India. By studying India's history, we can 
appreciate the complexity of its people and better understand what it means to be Indian. 
 
Contextualizing current issues: Studying Indian history provides us with a context for 
understanding current issues in the country. For example, the caste system, which has been present 
in India for centuries, is still a major social issue today. Understanding how the caste system 
evolved over time and the ways in which it has been challenged and perpetuated can help us better 
understand current debates about caste in Indian society. 
 
Challenging colonial narratives: India was colonized by the British for over 200 years, and during 
that time, the British created a particular narrative of Indian history that served to justify their rule. 
Indian historiography helps to challenge these colonial narratives and provide a more accurate and 
nuanced understanding of India's past. 
 
Preserving cultural heritage: Indian history is rich in cultural heritage, including art, literature, 
music, and architecture. Studying Indian historiography helps to preserve this heritage and ensure 
that it is not lost to future generations. 
 
How Indian historiography challenged the Eurocentric interpretation of Indian history  
 
Indian historiography has played a significant role in challenging the Eurocentric interpretation of 
Indian history, which was prevalent during the colonial period when Europeans controlled India. 
Eurocentric interpretation viewed Indian culture and history through a narrow and biased lens, 
often portraying India as a backward and primitive civilization in need of European intervention 
and modernization. 
 
Apart from these factors, here are a few ways in which Indian historiography has challenged this 
view: 
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Re-evaluating Indian contributions: Indian historiography has sought to re-evaluate the 
contributions made by Indians to world history. For example, Indian scholars have emphasized the 
role of Indian civilization in developing mathematics, astronomy, and medicine, which were highly 
advanced in ancient India. 
 
Emphasizing Indian agency: Indian historiography has highlighted the agency of Indians in 
shaping their own history, culture, and society. It has challenged the notion that Indians were 
passive recipients of European influence, showing how Indians resisted and challenged 
colonialism and how Indian ideas and culture continued to evolve even under colonial rule. 
 
Recognizing diversity: Indian historiography has emphasized the diversity of Indian culture, 
religion, and society, challenging the homogenizing tendency of Eurocentric interpretation. It has 
highlighted the contributions made by different communities and regions within India, and the 
ways in which they interacted and influenced each other. 
 
Critiquing colonial legacy: Indian historiography has also critiqued the legacy of colonialism in 
India, highlighting the ways in which it distorted and suppressed Indian history and culture. It has 
exposed the biases and prejudices of European scholars who studied India, and the ways in which 
they used their research to justify colonialism. 
 
Overall, Indian historiography has challenged Eurocentric interpretation of Indian history by 
providing a more nuanced, diverse, and culturally sensitive understanding of India's past. It has 
helped to restore agency to Indians in shaping their own history and culture, and highlighted the 
complex interactions between India and the rest of the world over centuries. 
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